1935 - 2008

Activist fought
for troubled kids

Former boxer founded BUILD program to
help combat gangs, get vouth off streets

By Trevor Jensen
TRIAUME REFORTER

Robert F Jemilo, a Golden
Gloves boxing champion
from Chicapo’s Southwest
Side who had a brief profes-
sional ring career, helped
start the BUILD program in
the Wicker Park neighbor-
hood in 1969 fo get young
gang members off the
sirpets.

KEnown as “Scap Iron"” or
“Scrapper,” Mr. Jemilo, 72, of
Hickory Hills died of conges-
tive heart faflure on Sunday
July 20, in Northwestern
Memorial Hospital, said his
son Drew.

BUILD, which stands for
Broader Urban Involvement
and Leadership Develop-
ment, was started by Mr Je-
milo and Hank Bach after
funding for the YMCA out-
reach program they were
running was cul, a BUILD
EpokeswiHmAR said.

The program began as an
intervention program that
sent workers out in the
neighborhood to persuade
gang membeérs and other
iroubled youths lo come in
for help. It later added a pre-
ventlon component to its
programs, which include
drug education, school help
and sports, aaid Alfredo Ca.
lixto, BUILD's executive di-
rector

Mr. Jemilo led fondraising
efforts that enlisted help
from neighborhood activists
and corporate heavyweights
surh as Marshall Field V.

Field sometimes toured
the crime-ridden neighbor.

hoods served by BUILD with
Mr. Jemilo, mnoch to the con-
sternation of his Mr Jemi-

St. Rita High Schoal. He won
the 112-pound novice cham-
pionship in the 1952 Golden
loves, and the next year
took home a Catholic Yoath
Organization champion-

ship.

Mr. Jemilo attended Mich-
igan State University on a
boxing scholarship, where
he recedved his degree in so-
cial work and later a mas-
ter's in recreation educa-
tion. his brother said.

Turning professiomal, he -

Robert Jemilo fought pro-
Texsionally five times, win-
ning three bouts,

won his first three Oghts be-
fore a loss and a draw
against stiffer competition
persuaded him to lay down
his gloves.

M Jemilo worked a5 aco-
ordinator with the YMCA's
ouireach programs for trou-
bled vouths before starting
BUILD.

"He had a feel for disad-
vantaged youth,” his broth-
er gaid, "He got into this so-
rial work field in school, ana
that really expanded his ouf-
loolk.™

Abont 1980, Mr, Jemilo left
BUILD to work with the
United Way his son said. He
continmed to be close o

Roberts Rd., Palos Hills.
Mass will be said st 10 a.m.
Friday in 5t. Patricia Catha-
Lic Church, 8600 W 89th St

Hickory Hills,
ttjensen@tribune.com



